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The free amine-containing poly(o-phenylenediamine) (PoPD) nanoparticles with significant 

dispersibility in organic solvents have been synthesized by chemical oxidative polymerization of o-

phenylenediamine mono-hydrochloride salt. The epoxy coatings with different contents of PoPD 

nanoparticles (0.5 wt%, 1 wt% and 2 wt%) were then prepared by curing reaction of epoxy resin, 

amine hardener and amine containing PoPD nanoparticles. The corrosion protection properties of the 

as prepared coatings on Q235 steel were investigated by potentiodynamic polarization, open circuit 

potential (OCP) and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) technique in 3.5 wt % NaCl 

aqueous solution for 90 days. The results indicate that the coatings with 0.5 wt% PoPD nanoparticles 

(0.5-PDEP) exhibits high anticorrosive performance, which is attributed to the improved barrier effect 

of the nano-fillers and redox catalytic capability of embedded PoPD nanoparticles with the evidence of 

scanning electron microscope (SEM) and XRD. This novel amine-containing PoPD nanoparticles give 

a promising way to enhance the anticorrosion performance of epoxy coatings and potentially have a 

wider range of applications in anticorrosion related engineering applications. 
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